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Background
• NSS and NDS cite a shift to GPC from CT focus
• Thesis Research Question: Are PRC’s undertakings gaining 
leverage in LAC? 
• Methodology: Using data representing the DIME national levers 
(IV) and UN Voting Data (DV), a regression analysis  determines 
which tools are, or are not, effective in gaining influence from 
2000-2017.
• Hypothesis: We hypothesize that all of the national levers 
employed by the PRC will be associated with more favorable UN 
Voting, but not nearly to the extent that some believe. 
Diplomatic:
•Diplomatic visits to and 
from LAC countries





•Arms Sales to LAC 
•PLA Events in LAC
Economic: 
•Chinese Foreign Investment







Proxy measures (S-Score) derived from human rights voting 
patterns within the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA)
Findings 
• Many independent variables were not found to impact a 
country’s voting pattern including Diplomatic engagements, 
Economic investment, Aid, PLA military interaction, and the 
existence of Confucius Institutes.
• Some variables held a negative relationship, including 
recognition of Taiwan, Trade Balance, and Total Trade. Military 
arms sales and PRC exports to LAC showed a positive 
relationship.
• The best predictor for future voting behavior is a country’s 
previous vote score (Audience Costs).
Conclusions 
• Extreme views of nefarious PRC behavior have not quantitively 
manifested themselves.
• Absence of evidence is not the same as evidence of absence.
• The PRC does not appear to aim to gain UN influence via 
voting behavior but may have other aims (economic or non-
tangible). 
Recommendations
• Maintain and expand current relationships to continue to 
protect the homeland from localized and third-party threats. 
PRC is not the main threat in LAC.
• Integrate U.S. actions into study 
• Integrate other sources of data into models




Available open-source data does not support the conclusion that the People’s Republic of China (PRC) is 
gaining considerable geo-political leverage within Latin American and the Caribbean (LAC). 
